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THE RESIGNATION OF MR. HENRY E. LEGLER, SECRETARY OF 
THE WISCONSIN FREE LIBRARY COMMISSION 


At a special ‘meeting of the Wisconsin Free Library Commission, held at 
Madison on October 8, 1909, Mr. Henry E. Legler, having been elected Libra- 
rian of the Chicago Public Library, presented his resignation as follows: 

Mapison, October 8, 1909. 
To the’ Members of the Wisconsin Free Library Commission: 

I hereby resign as Secretary of the Wisconsin Free Library Commission, 
such resignation to take effect October 30, or at such time prior thereto as my 
successor is chosen and qualifies. 

During ‘the five years of my connection with the Commission, the members 
have accorded to me uniformly cordial support and sympathetic co-operation. 
It is due to the broad-minded policies which they have ‘inspired, and which 
they have approved when suggested by the Secretary, that its work has pro- 
gressed to its present satisfactory condition. I wish to thank the ‘members 
of the Board, individually and collectively, for many evidences of ‘personal 
kindness, as well as official consideration. 

I am also under deepest obligation to the splendid work ‘of the members 
of the staff and every individual in the employ of the Commission. Their 
unstinted contribution to the general work of the Commission as ‘embraced in 
its several departments, merits your cordial commendation and recognition. 
So pleasant ‘have been my associations during the period mentioned, that it 
is with genuine regret that I tender this resignation to you. 

Sincerely yours, 
(Signed) Henry E. LEater. 
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‘RESOLUTION OF ACCEPTANCE ADOPTED BY THE WISCONSIN FREE LIBRARY 
CoM MISSION 


WueErEAS, Henry Eduard Legler, who for six years past has ‘served as 
the Secretary of this Commission, has been elected Librarian of ‘the Chicago 
Public Library, and this day tenders to us his resignation; therefore be it 

Resolved, That we accept Mr. Legler’s resignation, but do so ‘with the 
keenest regret, for thereby we officially part company with an ‘officer who 
throughout his entire term of service has been the guiding spirit of one of the 
most interesting of the state’s educational activities, and at the same time the 
personal friend of each and every member of the Commission. His ambition 
for the success of the several enterprises entrusted to his ‘care, and his re- 
markable capacity for carrying his plans to fruition, have not only been an 
inspiration to his colleagues on this Commisson, but have given ‘to the work 
in Wisconsin an international reputation. In Mr. Legler we have found ‘a 
man of fine executive ability, kindly tact and thoughtfulness, winning ‘per- 
sonality, scholarly tastes, and high personal character. We beg to congrat- 
ulate ‘the Public Library Board of Chicago upon acquiring the services of one 
so eminently qualified by temperament and training to undertake the serious 
task of reorganizing and reviving the public library interests ‘of that city. 
With sincere regret at his departure from Wisconsin, we mingle our ‘con- 
gratulations to him over the splendid and almost unique opportunity for public 
service which awaits him in his new field of activity. 


Mr. LEGLER’s SERVICES TO THE STATE 


During Mr. Legler’s term as Secretary, the work of the Wisconsin Library 
Commission was brought to a high degree of efficiency. The foundation ‘had 
been well laid by the former Secretary, Mr. Frank A.' Hutchins, who had se- 
cured the enactment of the following laws: (1) Empowering the Com- 
mission to ‘aid in organizing libraries and helping those already established ; 
(2) Establishing a Department of Traveling Libraries; (3) a aay School ; 
(4) a Legislative Reference Department. 

When Mr. Legler was appointed Secretary, the Wisconsin Free Library 
Commission was ‘in its eighth year. To all of its activities the new Secretary 
‘brought new life and larger usefulness. The traveling libraries were con- 
tinued and their number largely increased. To the collections of ‘50 volumes 
were added those of 100 volumes, thus giving a village community ‘the advan- 
tage of a small public library with frequent changes ‘of books. The study 
‘club libraries were also augmented, many formal outlines being printed and 
special libraries collected to accompany them. Three years ago the Wisconsin 
Library School was opened under Mr. Legler’s direction. The short-course 
library school, formerly conducted in the summer time, was changed to ‘the 
opening semester of the regular school year, thus giving ‘the students a larger 
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outlook and wider enthusiasm by working side by side with those taking the 
long course. The passage of a law permitting the affiliation of the regular 
school with the University was another accomplishment. Hand in hand with 
the organization and outreach of the school has gone forward the policy of 
bettering the library service of the State through frequent visits of instructors, 
together with the holding of Library Institutes in addition to personal assist- 
ance. The Legislative Reference Department has proved of the greatest use- 
fulness to the legislators of the state during the past four biennial sessions. 
In the central administrative office of the Secretary, Mr. Legler personally 
conducted several interesting activities. The Wisconsin Library Bulletin, con- 
taining news of libraries of the state and articles of direct and particular ben- 
efit to the librarians was inaugurated, together with much other helpful printed 
material. With the re-establishment of the University Extension work, Mr. 
Legler became its Secretary, carrying on the work for a year without compen- 
sation, in addition to his other duties. So varied were Mr. Legler’s activities 
in the state it is idle to attempt an exhaustive summary of them. But it was, 
after all, in the capacity of an executive that Mr. Legler especially shone. 
His breadth of information, his large human sympathies, his strong idealism 
and ‘a frank, honest and hearty appreciation of the work of his assistants— 
these are the qualities that made him beloved by his co-workers, whose best 
wishes go with him to his new field of labor. 


Matruew S. DupGEON’s ELECTION TO THE SECRETARYSHIP 


Upon acceptance of Mr. Legler’s resignation, Mr. Matthew S. Dudgeon of 
Madison was elected Secretary. Mr. Dudgeon has been for three years past 
the consulting attorney in the Legislative Reference Department of the Com- 
mission, and was in charge of the Department during Dr. McCarthy’s recent 
absence in Japan. Mr. Dudgeon is a native of Wisconsin, a graduate of 
Baker University and of the College of Law of the Wisconsin State Univer- 
sity. He has been District Attorney of Dane County, and a member of the 
Wisconsin Assembly. He is also a lecturer on Political Science in the State 
University. Mr. Dudgeon brings to his new work a warm interest in the Com- 
mission movement and a desire to advance library interests in Wisconsin 
in every way. In all his endeavors, Mr. Dudgeon is assured of the loyal 
support and codperation of every employe of the Commission. 





HISTORY OF THE WISCONSIN FREE LIBRARY COMMISSION 


The American Library Association meeting at Lake Placid, New York, in 
1894, was an important link in the chain of causes that led to the creation of 
the Wisconsin Free Library Commission. At that meeting and during a 
preceding tour of the East, Miss Lutie E. Stearns, of Milwaukee, met some 
of the members of the eastern Commissions and returned to her home with 
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an unconcealed anxiety to secure such a Commission for Wisconsin. When 
the Legislature met in January, 1895, a bill drafted by Mr. Frank A. Hutchins, 
at the request of Miss Stearns, was introduced by Senator James H. Stout, 
of Menomonie. The bill received warm and active support from the mem- 
bers of the Wisconsin Library Association, the club women and the teachers 
of the state. The Legislature was fairly overwhelmed, however, with de- 
mands for appropriations for educational and charitable purposes and with 
requests for new Commissions; and all bills carrying appropriations were re- 
ferred to a joint committee, with an implied understanding that most of 
them were to be recommended for indefinite postponement. Notwithstand- 
ing a friendly feeling in the committee, the bill for the proposed Commis- 
sion would have been put to sleep, for two years at least, except for the 
personal efforts of Frank A. Hutchins and Senator J. H. Stout. Mr. 
Stout was so thoroughly satisfied of the urgent need of such a Commission 
that he convinced the members of the committee that the future would 
justify their support of the measure. The bill passed without further op- 
position by unanimous votes. ' 

The new law provided for a Commission of five members, two of whom 
were to be appointed by the Governor, one for a term of five years and one 
for four years. The President of the State University, the State Super- 
intendent of Instruction, and the Secretary of the State Historical Society 
were made members ex-officio. The duties of the Commission were de- 
fined to be “to give advice and counsel to all free libraries in the state, and 
to all communities which may propose to establish them, as to the best 
means of establishing and administering such libraries, the selection of 
books, cataloging, and other details of library management. The Commis- 
sion may also send its members to aid in organizing new libraries or in 
improving those already establshed.”” The Commission was also directed to 
make a biennial report ‘to the Governor. An annual appropriation of $500 
was made to defray the incidental and necessary expenses of the Commis- 
sion, but no member was ‘to be allowed any compensation for services. 

The bill was passed in April, 1895, but the Governor did not make the 
appointments till ‘the following November, when he named F. A. Hutchins, 
of Baraboo, for four years, and Miss L. E. Stearns, of Milwaukee, for the 
period of five years. Mr. Hutchins ‘and Miss Stearns were, respectively, 
President and Secretary of the Wisconsin Library Association. The ex- 
officio members of the Commission—President C. K. Adams, State Super- 
intendent J. Q. Emery, and Secretary R. G. Thwaites—met with the ap- 
pointees at Madison, December 3, 1895, and organized by electing Mr. 
Hutchins Chairman and Miss Stearns Secretary. 

Before the close of the year ‘the Commission had sent out a number of 
circulars to the librarians, teachers, and editors of the state, and had issued 
a handbook ‘of 16 pages. This little pamphlet, sent free of charge, gave 
the state laws in regard to public libraries, suggestions as to their establish- 
ment and administration, information concerning the ‘purpose of the Com- 
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mission, something of interest about the national and state associations, 
a list of aids and guides in library economy, and of helpful books and 
periodicals. 

A widespread interest in the library movement began to take shape. The 
Chairman of the Commission, through the generous gift of Mr. Stout, was 
enabled to give his entire time to the promotion of the various library in- 
terests of the state, while Miss Stearns was granted generous hours by the 
Milwaukee Public Library in which to carry on the pioneer work. Mr. 
Stout established a system of free traveling libraries in Dunn County and 
also paid the expenses of the Summer Library School during the first two 
years—1895 and 1896—of the course. In 1897 the Legislature increased 
the appropriation of the Commission to the sum of $4,000, the ‘Commission 
law being changed to provide for the employment of a Secretary outside 
of the membership of the Commission. Mr. Hutchins thereupon resigned 
as Chairman of the Commission, the vacancy being filled by the appointment 
of Senator James H. Stout. Miss Stearns resigned as Secretary, Mr. Hutcliins 
being elected to the position. Miss Stearns then became the Librarian of 
the Commission. Mrs. Charles S. Morris, of Berlin, was appointed the 
fifth member of the Commission. Later Miss Cornelia Marvin of Oak 
Park, Illinois, was added to the Commission staff. After doing most efficient 
work in organizing libraries and instructing librarians Miss Marvin re- 
signed and was succeeded by Miss Mary Emogene Hazeltine. Upon the 
creation of a Department of Traveling Libraries, Miss Stearns was placed 
in charge. Upon recommendation of Mr. Hutchins, Dr. Charles McCarthy 
was made Chief of the Legislative Reference Department, which had been 
created through the initiative of Mr. Hutchins in 1903 by legislative act. 
The Commission lost all of its property and records through the burning 
of the Capitol in February, 1904. Mr. Hutchins, who had been incapaci- 
tated by illness from overwork and whose work was done by Miss Kath- 
erine MacDonald, Assistant Secretary, resigned in 1904 and was succeeded 
by Henry E. Legler, then Secretary of the Milwaukee School Board. Mr. 
Legler, a record of whose work is ‘given elsewhere in this issue, resigned 
in October, 1909, and was succeeded by Matthew S. Dudgeon, Consulting 
Attorney of the ‘Legislative Department. 

The appropriations for the Commission have been increased from time to 
time, and it now employs a large ‘staff of workers in its various departments. 
As an evidence of the growth of the work of the Commission may ‘be cited 
the 875 traveling libraries that are being ‘circulated through the state and 
county systems. Over 125 free public libraries have been established during 
the life of the Commission, there being but thirty-four free libraries in the 
state when the Commission was organized. The Library School has grad- 
uated sixty well-equipped students. The Legislative Reference Department 
has become the model for many states. ' 

The Commission welcomes any and all opportunities to aid the library 
movement in the ‘state. The present members and officers of the Commis- 
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sion are: Judge J. M. Pereles, Milwaukee, Chairman; R. G. Thwaites, Sec- 
retary State Historical Society, Vice-Chairman; Mrs. C. S. Morris, Berlin; 
C. R. Van Hise, President State University; C. P. Cary, State Superintendent 
of Instruction; Matthew S. Dudgeon, Secretary. 





THE WISCONSIN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 


The formation of the Wisconsin Library Association was brought about 
by the members of the American Library Association in the state. Having 
themselves felt the benefit of the exchange of ideas as to purposes and methods, 
and the stimulus of the sense of companionship and co-operation of the 
national society, they were anxious that these helps should be brought within 
the reach of all librarians in the state. With this idea in view a conference 
was held in Madison, Wis., on February 11, 1891, to consider the advisability 
“of forming a Wisconsin State Library Association. The following persons 
‘were present: K. A. Linderfelt, Milwaukee; L. D. Harvey, president State 
Normal School, Milwaukee; R. G. Thwaites, I. S. Bradley, and Miss M. M. 
‘Oakley, of the State Historical Society Library; J. C. Freeman and FE. A. 
Birge, professors in the state university; O. E. Wells, C. A. Hutchins, F. 
A. Hutchins, of the department of public instruction; Walter M. Smith, 
librarian of the university library; A. O. Wright, of the state board of con- 
‘trol. 

Mr. Thwaites was chosen chairman pro tem. and IF. A. Hutchins secretary 
pro tem. A constitution was adopted, which declared the object of the asso- 
ciation to be “to promote the library interests in the state of Wisconsin.” 
It provided that any person interested in promoting the objcet of the asso- 
‘ciation may become a member by vote of the executive board and payment 
‘to the treasurer of the annual assessment—50 cents. It also provided for 
‘annual meetings, and gave power to ‘the executive board to call other meet- 
ings when deemed necessary. The following officers were elected to hold 
office until the first annual meeting: President, K. A. Linderfelt; Vice- 
president, R. G. Thwaites; Secretary and Treasurer, F. A. Hutchins. 

The ‘first annual conference of the association was held at Madison, on 
Wednesday afternoon and evening, March 11, 1891. Twenty-nine persons 
were in attendance. No formal program had been prepared, but practical 
questions on management of public libraries, arousing library interest, etc., 
were discussed. Officers were elected for the ensuing year as follows: 
President, K. A. Linderfelt, Milwaukee: Vice-President, R. G. ‘Thwaites, 
Madison; Secretary and Treasurer, F. A. Hutchins, Madison. 

In compliance with a‘call by the officers of the association a reunion of the 
members was held in the Art Institute, Chicago, July 13, 1893. Only a 
brief meeting was held, as ‘the members were anxious to attend the meeting 
of the World’s Congress of Librarians. No business was transacted. 
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The third conference of the association was held at Beaver Dam, Wis., 
commencing Tuesday evening, July 3, and closing Wednesday evening, 
July 4, 1894. The railroad strike seriously interfered with the attendance, 
but fifteen persons being present. In the absence of the acting president, 
R. G. Thwaites, Miss West was chosen chairman. One session was devoted 
to children’s reading, and papers were read on library administration, access 
to shelves, binding, purchasing, ete., followed by informal discussion. Offi- 
cers elected: F. A. Hutchins, president; Walter M. Smith, vice-president ; 
Miss L. E. Stearns, secretary and treasurer. 

Fifty-five persons attended the fourth conference of the association, which 
was held at Madison, Wis., February 13-14, 1895. The session opened 
with the president’s address on “How to organize free public libraries in 
Wisconsin,” the rest of the first session being devoted to practical aids in 
library economy. At the evening session, President Charles Kendall Adams, 
of the State University, spoke on “The educational power of ‘a library,” 
which was followed by an address by Professor J. C.’ Freeman on “Libraries 
and University Extension.” Mr. Reuben Gold Thwaites also spoke on the 
“Relation of the State Historical Society to local libraries.” A roumd-table 
conference on selection of books, card ‘catalog, etc., was found especially 
helpful. This session closed with a trustees’ meeting at which a trustee of the 
Madison Free Library, Prof. Birge, spoke on “The choice of a librarian” and 
“The librarian from the trustees’ point of view.” Dr. Birge was followed by 
Miss West, librarian of the Milwaukee Public Library, in a complementary 
paper on “The trustees from the librarian’s point of view.” Miss Katherine 
L. Sharp, director Department of Library Science, Armour Institute, Chicago, 
read a paper on “Library school and training classes.” Dr. George W. Peck- 
ham, trustee of the Milwaukee Public Library and Superintendent of Schools, 
Milwaukee, Wis., made an address on “State library commissions.” 

A bill drafted by’ Mr. F. A. Hutchins, creating a State Library Commission 
which had been previously introduced into the legislature by Senator J. H. 
Stout, received the unanimous support ‘of those present, and a committee of 
five was appointed to aid in furthering its passage. Said committee consisted 
of F. A. Hutchins, E.’A. Birge, G. W. Peckham, R. B. Dudgeon, and Miss 
L, E. Stearns. 

The president announced that Senator J. H. Stout, trustee of Menomonie 
Memorial Library, had volunteered to pay the necessary expense of a summer 
school in library economy in connection with the Summer School of the state. 
Miss Katherine L. Sharp was unanimously elected the first honorary member 
of the association. 

Officers elected: President, F. A. Hutchins, Baraboo; Vice-President, Miss 
Anna H. McDonnell, Green Bay; Secretary and Treasurer, Miss L. E. 
Stearns, Milwaukee. 

The fifth conference of the Wisconsin Library Association was held at 
Racine on Thursday and Friday, March 12 and 13, 1896. There were one 
hundred and five persons present at the opening session. Among those in 
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attendance were Senator J. H. Stout, of Menomonie, Wis., the patron of 
traveling libraries and the head of the movement for a Library Commission 
in the last legislature; J. N. Larned, of Buffalo; Mrs. Zella A. Dixson, li- 
brarian of the University of Chicago; Dr. G. E. Wire, Mr. W. W. Bishop, 
Miss Mary Lb. Lindsay, of Evanston, Iil.; R. G. Thwaites, Secretary of the 
State Historical Society, Madison, Wis.; H. L. Elmendorf, Secretary A. L. A., 
St. Joseph, Mo.; A. H. Hopkins, assistant librarian John Crerar Library, 
Chicago; Miss Katherine L. Sharp, director library department, Armour In- 
stitute of Technology, Chicago. 

Among the Wisconsin libraries represented were those of Ashland, Beaver 
Dam, Beloit, DePere, Eau Claire, Fort Atkinson, Green Bay, Janesville, 
Kenosha, LaCrosse, Madison, Menomonie, Merrill, Milwaukee, Oconomowoc, 
Two Rivers and Wauwatosa. Representatives from the leading State Nor- 
mal Schools of Wisconsin, members of the state board of control, and a 
number of trustees of the Wisconsin libraries were also in attendance. The 
Milwaukee Public Library closed its circulating and reference departments 
during the conference, thus enabling ail the assistants to attend the meeting. 

The sixth annual conference was held at Milwaukee on February 22 and 
23, 1897. Officers elected: President E. A. Birge, Madison; First Vice- 
President, G. W. Peckham, Milwaukee: Second Vice-President, Mrs. E. FE. 
Vaughn, Ashland; Secretary, Miss Agnes Van Valkenburgh; Treasurer, Miss 
Maude .\. Earley, Chippewa Falls. 

The seventh annual meeting was held in connection with an inter-state 
Library conference at Evanston, Iil., February 21 and 22, 1898. Librarians 
were present from Michigan, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Iowa, Minnesota, and 
Wisconsin. 

The eighth annual meeting was held at Milwaukee, February 22 and 23, 
1899. The following officers were elected: President, Mrs. Charles S. Morris, 
Berlin; Vice-President, Charles H. Lee, Racine; Secretary, Miss Minnie M. 
Oakley, Madison; Treasurer, Miss Nellie C. Silverthorne, Wausau. 

A summer meeting and outing was held at Madison, August 24-26, 1899. 
The regular sessions were held at the Law Building of the University, the 
evenings being occupied with picnic suppers and boat rides on Lakes Monona 
and Mendota. Sixty-eight persons attended this meeting. 

Another summer session outing and institute designated as the tenth an- 
nual meeting was held at Madison, August 29-31, 1900. Seventy-eight per- 
sons attended this meeting. Officers elected: president, Dr. H. H. Hurd, 
Chippewa Falls; Vice-President, Mrs. J. S. Anderson, Manitowoc; Secretary, 
3ertha M. Brown, Eau Claire: Treasurer, Tryphena G. Mitchell, Ashland. 

The eleventh annual conference was held at Eau Claire, Feb. 21-22, 1901. 
The former officers were re-elected. 

The twelfth annual conference was held at Madison, August 28-30, 1902, 
in connection with a western library meeting. Over one hundred representa- 
tives were present, from Texas, Pennsylvania, Illinois, New York, Kansas, 
Indiana, Minnesota, Nebraska. Iowa, North Dakota, Michigan, and Wiscon- 
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sin. Officers elected: President, P. V. Lawson, Menasha; Vice-President, 
Miss Julia Elliott, Marinette; Secretary, Miss Emily Turner, Oshkosh; Treas- 
urer, Miss Ellen D. Biscoe, Eau Claire. 

The thirteenth session was held at Milwaukee-Racine Feb. 22-23, 1904. 
Fifty persons attended the session. Officers elected: President, H. P. Bird, 
Wausaukee; Vice-President, Miss Mary L. Stillman, Milwaukee; Secretary, 
Bertha Marx, Sheboygan; Treasurer, Miss Clara Kunst. 

The fourteenth annual meeting was held at Beloit, Feb. 22-23, 1905. Of- 
ficers elected: President, E. A. Birge, Madison; Vice-President, Miss Grace 
O. Edwards, Superior: Secretary, Henry E. Legler, Madison; Treasurer, 
Miss Grace Salisbury, Whitewater. 

The fifteenth annual meeting was held at Madison, Feb. 21-23, 1906. Of- 
ficers elected: President, H. C. Buell, Janesville; Vice-President, L. B. Hink- 
ley, Waupun; Secretary, Julia C. Hopkins, Madison; Treasurer, Katherine B. 
Trainor, Oconto. 

The sixteenth annual meeting was held at LaCrosse Feb. 21-22, 1907. Of- 
ficers elected, President G. W. Peckham, Milwaukee; Vice-President, E. C. 
Thiers, Kenosha; Secretary Miss Maude Macpherson, Watertown; Treasurer, 
Miss Stella Lucas, Menomonie. 

The seventeenth annual meeting was held in connection with the meeting 
of the American Library Association at Lake Minnetonka, Minn., June 22, 
1908, followed by a Wisconsin dinner at Glen Morris. Officers elected: 
President, Walter M. $ 
Kenosha; Secretary, E 


mith, Madison; Vice-President, Mrs. Clara P. Barnes, 
lla G. Parmelee, Oshkosh; Treasurer, Miss Emilida 
Baensch, Antigo. ; 

The eighteenth annual meeting was held at Superior, September 15-18, 
1909, in connection with the Wisconsin-Minnesota Library meeting. Of- 
ficers elected: President, Miss Ethel McCollough, Superior; Vice-President, 
Miss Mary A. Smith, LaCrosse; Secretary, Miss Gabriella Ackley, Water- 
town; Treasurer, Miss Miriam Noyes, Oshkosh. 





WISCONSIN-MINNESOTA LIBRARY MEETING AND THE EIGH- 
TEENTH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE WISCONSIN LIBRARY 
ASSOCIATION. , 


Superior-Duluth, September 15-18, 1909. 


A joint meeting of the Wisconsin and Minnesota Library Associations and 
the Eighteenth Annual Meeting of the Wisconsin Librarv Association were 
held at Superior and Duluth, Sept. 15-17, with a post-conference excursion 
to Hibbing ( Minn.) on Sept. 18, 1909. 

The first session of the Wisconsin Library Association was held at the 
Superior Carnegie Library Building on Wednesday evening, Sept. 15, Mr. 
Walter M. Smith, President, in the chair. Addresses of welcome were de- 
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livered by Mr. Frank R. Crumpton, Mayor of Superior, and Mr. C. H. Sun- 
derland, President of the Superior Library Board. The response was given 
by Mr. Smith followed by his address as President, the latter being a com- 
prehensive review of modern library conditions with many kindred topics, 
such as University Extension, the relation of the library to the body politic, 
ete his address was followed by a social hour to promote acquaintanceship. 

ihursday morning the following Nominating Committee was appointed : 
Muss Calkins, Mrs. Dunlop, and Mr. Bayo. 

Mrs. James Robbins, Librarian of the Rice Lake Public Library, opened 
the discussion of “The Problem of the Northern Library.” Mrs. Robbins 
stated that it was very largely a question of inadequate appropriation to meet 
the urgent needs. Experience has proved the futility of attempting to run a 
$10,000 library building on $1,000 a year, little if anything being left for books 
after the running expenses are paid. The advisability of supplementing the 
amount of the city appropriation by grants from surrounding towns was next 
considered by the speaker who warmly advocated such a procedure. Next 
to the element of lack of money as a problem was that of lack of time to do 
the many things demanded. How much time should be devoted to mending 
books before sending to the bindery when the binding funds are small; how 
much time to devote to the making of picture bulletins; how much to the 
reference work of the school children; the question of the evening hours for 
the latter class; the matter of discipline ; assistance to club women—how much 
and of what kind—these were some of the problems presented by the speaker. 

Mrs. Harriet P. Sawyer, of the Instructional Department of the Wisconsin 
Library Commission, followed Mrs. Robbins with some suggestions of ways 
in which the various problems could be met. Mrs. Sawyer first showed how 
a small appropriation could be stretched in the purchase of books, for exam- 
ple, by securing inexpensive yet durable editions of the classics, standard and 
recent fiction. A rental collection of fiction was recommended. The purchase 
of books from agents was frowned upon, as was the buying of expensive 
sets, encyclopedias, and the like. Examples were given of great savings by 
the purchase through well-known second-hand dealers. Much free material 
for reading purposes may be secured through the various governmental de- 
partments, railroads, etc. It was pointed out that picture bulletins could be 
borrowed from the Wisconsin Library Commission. Easy methods of mend- 
ing were described and the necessity of good binding emphasized. As to the 
hours of the childre~ s room it was suggested that no books be issued after 
six o'clock but that the children coming from poor homes be allowed to read 
after that hour at the library. Discipline should be rigid at first upon the 
opening of school, for example, being a bit relaxed later. It was pointed out 
that the discipline of the library largely depends upon the discipline in the 
local school. 

Miss Mary A. Smith, librarian at Eau Claire, followed this talk with an 
explanation of the work done at Eau Claire with the schools. Four talks of 
20 minutes each are given to the eighth grade pupils in each of the public 
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schools, the eighth grade being the highest grade in the grammar school. The 
first talk has to do with the arrangement and classification, meaning of call 
numbers, plan of the book-room, shelf-labels, ete. The second talk takes up 
the use of the reference room in particular. The card catalog is considered 
on the third day, the author, title and subject cards being written upon the 


blackboard and their uses explained, each pupil being required to make sam- 





ples of each. Magazines—current and bound—are lastly considered with the 
use of the various indexes. An hour’s work is next required at the library, 
when the pupil is given practice in hunting for five books, the authors of 
which are given. This is followed by an exercise in finding from the catalog 
how many books there are in the library about a certain author and how 
many articles on trusts in a certain magazine index. Miss Smith deemed this 
work eminently practicable in a small library as well as a large one. Miss 
Jeanette Drake, of the Wisconsin Library Commission, outlined a similar 
course to be pursued by club women in addition to a study of the library 
movement. Mr. Clarence Bayo, librarian at, Hayward, spoke of the use of 
teachers’ cards, giving instructors three books at a time, one only of fiction. 
Other librarians deprecated limiting the number of books allowed each teacher. 

Mr. Legler, Secretary of the Wisconsin Library Commission, opened the 
discussion of ‘Adequate appropriations for libraries and how to secure them.” 
Mr. Legler stated that it was pitiful to note with what small appropriations 
librarians were expected to do a great work. He recognized the view point 
of the city authorities in deeming appropriations for water-works, school 
houses, and the lixe of greater necessity and insisted that, to overcome this 
attitude, the librarian should make the work of the library of such value as 
to commend its cause when appropriations are being considered. Tables of 
comparison are ofttimes valuable. The library trustees should be made to 
see their responsibility in this connection. Too often they are willing to accept 
what is grudgingly given without any protest. The Library Board should 
have its representatives present at the meeting of the Council when the budget 
is being considered to safeguard the library's interests. The matter of the ap- 
propriation should not be left, however, to the last moment. Preliminary 
work should be done with the council men in bringing the needs of the library 
to their attention. 

Miss Stearns, of the Library Commission, spoke of one case where no rep- 
resentative of the Library Board attended the meeting of the Village Board, 
when the city budget was being considered. As the result, the Village Board 
totally at sea as to the amount required, appropriated the nominal sum of $50 
for the library's maintenance, this being, as it happened, the amount of the 
librarian’s salary, leaving nothing for books, heat, light, etc. In another in- 
stance, a Tibrary Board had accepted $2,500 a year for many years, though 
needing more than the sum specified. At last the sum of $4,000 was solicited 
and granted without a dissenting vote. In the preparation of by-laws for 
Library Boards, Miss Stearns stated that she had made it a practice for some 
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time past to include in the duties of the Finance Committee the responsibility 
for securing the appropriation for the library’s maintenance. 

Miss Ethel McCollough, of the Superior Public Library, insisted that one 
of the best methods for securing an adequate appropriation was to employ 
assistants that the public would respect and to see that every serious question 
asked at the library or by ‘phone was answered. The librarian should make 
it a point to know the aldermen and the city clerk and to keep them informed 
of the library's needs. 

Miss Smith of Eau Claire, thought that it was the Library Board's business 
to secure the appropriation and not the librarian’s. After some further dis- 
cussion, the meeting adjourned, the members going to Duluth to join the Min- 
nesota librarians for the Tally-Ho Boulevard Drive tendered by the Commer- 
cial Club, of Duluth, followed by a dinner given by the Duluth Library Board. 

The first joint session of the Wisconsin and Minnesota Library Associations 
was held at the Duluth Public Library on Thursday evening, Sept. 16, Mr. 
Warren Upham, President of the Minnesota Library Association, in the chair. 
The address on behaif of the American Library Association was given by 
Mr. Henry E. Legler, a member of the Executive Board and Secretary of the 
Wisconsin Library Commission. Mr. Legler’s subject was “American Li- 
brary Conditions.” In opening, Mr. Legler briefly sketched the history of 
the American Library Association from its beginning in 1876 to the present 
time, outlining the marvellous progress of the movement. Taking up the 
expenditures for libraries, the speaker contrasted the $275,000,000 appropria- 
tion for our war and navy departments with the sums appropriated for our 
libraries and stated that one battle-ship cost more than the entire sum given 
to libraries in any one year. He quoted Dr. Canfield’s address on the value 
of the library in national life and made a plea for the extension of the use- 
fulness of libraries through the establishment of branches in school houses. 
“Speed the day of the book wagon in our cities in its house-to-house delivery 
of books.” 

The librarian, the speaker contended, is responsible for much of the criti- 
cism concerning the large amount of fiction circulated from libraries through 
the tables of percentage statistics furnished local newspapers. Several de- 
lightful selections were read from so-called fiction which might well be classi- 
fied elsewhere. In the matter of fiction a plea was made for the reading of 
the old standards, as opposed to much of the recent type. The prevalence of 
trashy literature in railroad trains, hotels and news-stands was deplored. The 
problem of book selection was regarded as the most perplexing of all with 
which the modern librarian had to deal. The use of the A. L. A. Booklist 
was urged upon all, there being but few book reviews not possessing a com- 
mercial bias. 

In closing, the speaker paid a tribute to the librarian of the small library 
in her life of self sacrifice and kindly endeavor. 

Upon the conclusion of the address, a rising vote of thanks was tendered 
Mr. Legler by all present. 
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On Friday morning, Sept. 17, a steamboat excursion was given the 
Wisconsin and Minnesota librarians by the Superior Commercial Club. In 
the afternoon, the second joint session was held at the Superior Public Li- 


brary. This session was devoted to a “Book Symposium.” In lieu of the 


Books of Local Interest” by Dr. R. G. Thwaites, who was un- 


se 


address on 
avoidably absent, a letter was read from Dr. Thwaites by the President, in 
which it was stated that the average public library is sadly deficient in local 
history material. Inquiries constantly received by the State Historical So- 
ciety reveal the fact that the home library does not even possess the published 
history of its own county and that the collection of local newspaper files and 
other obvieus material has been neglected. The reference room that is proud 
to be able to furnish information about Bagdad and Venice and has nothing 
whatever to satisfy the frequent inquiry for the history of the village or 
county is not well-equipped and should hasten to fill its lamentable gaps. 

Mrs. A. M. Seymour, of Duluth, followed the reading of Dr. Thwaites’ 
letter with a talk on “Arts and Crafts,” in which she commended a study of 
the subject by librarians as something more than a fad or passing phase. The 
books most highly recommended on the subject for the small library were 
Habberton’s “Man and his Work;”’ Cobden-Sanderson’s work; the Bureau 
of Ethnology Reports; the Bureau of Labor Reports; and “The Craftsman” 
—monthly periodical. 

The Rev. J. W. Powell, of Duluth, then reviewed some recent books on 


religion, citing the remarkable changes in thought which had occurred within 
the past six years. Mfr. Powell advised the purchase of the following vol- 


” 


umes: Van Dyke’s “Gospel for an Age of Doubt;” King’s “Reconstruction 
in Theology ; Horton’s “Sly Belief; Wells's “First Things and Last Things ;” 
Chesterton's “Orthodoxy ;" Bowne’s “Studies in Christianity” and his “Per- 
sonalism;" James’ “Pragmatism; Foster’s ‘Finality of the Christian Re- 
ligion ;” Fairbairn’s “Philosophy of the Christian Religion.” 

Miss L. E. Stearns then spoke on “Reading for Courage.” In opening, 
Miss Stearns quoted from an article by L. H. Bailey in the fourth volume of 
the recent Cyclopedia of Agriculture, in which, in a discussion on reading 
matter for farmers, Mr. Bailey stated that to a large extent the effect of li- 
brary work is to cause persons to read for entertainment but that the country- 
man needs to read for courage. The traveling library has provided a new 
way of developing the reading habit in the country and in remote towns. It 
undoubtedly has had great influence, although the character of its literature 
may need to be reconsidered. The farmer’s work is largely in the presence 
of the elemental forces of nature. He cannot change the rain or sunshine or 
storm or drought. He is likely, therefore, to develop an attitude of helpless- 
ness toward his conditions and to feel that there is a very little use to exert 
himself over-much, because he is confronted by inexorable phenomena. This 
outlook of helplessness is to be conquered by giving the man the power of 
science, whereby he may in some degree overcome, control or mitigate the 
forces of nature or at least effectively adjust himself to them. While ad- 








84 WISCONSIN LIBRARY BULLETIN [ October, 1909 


mitting all this, Miss Stearns contended that the farmer was not the only one 
that needed to read for courage; that there were thousands of others in all 
sorts of occupations, laboring under many trials and burdens that needed 
the same sort of literature. At the conclusion of her talk Miss Stearns dis- 
tributed copies of a bookmark containing a list which she had compiled of 
about fifty titles of books and leaflets along the line of reading for courage, 
and requested those in attendance to send her other titles from time to time 
for a second edition of the list. 

Mrs. H. Rogers. trustee of the Superior Library, followed Miss Stearns 
with a talk on “Books on Psychotherapy.” The subject was defined as the 
practice of treating the sick by religion, medicine and psychology. As show- 
ing the current interest in the subject, it was stated that Miinsterberg’s “Psy- 
chotherapy” had led the list for the six best sellers for months past. Mrs. 
Rogers deemed the following titles worthy of purchase: Dresser’s “Health 
and the Inner \Man:" Dubois’ “Self Control and How to Secure It;” Failows’ 
(1) “Health and Happiness ;” (2) “Mental Hygiene in Every-Day Living ;” 
(3) “The Point of View;” (4) “A Talk on Relaxation;”’ Gulick’s “Mind 
and Work;’ King’s “Rational Living;” Muinsterberg’s “Psychotherapy ;” 
Spinney’s “Health through Self Control;’ Wood’s “New Old Healing,” 
Worcester and McComb’s “Religion and Medicine.” 

Miss Mary E. Dousman, Children’s Librarian at Milwaukee, concluded the 
afternoon's symposium with a talk on children’s books in which she deplored 
the modern interminable series of volumes such as the “Little Colonel” series, 
etc. The speaker insisted that there were too many books for children now- 
adays and that children read too many of them. Ownership of good books 
by children was recommended. The use of the story-hour and the formation 
of boys’ and girls’ clubs were advised as tending to direct the reading. The 
book-a-day habit was regretted as practiced by some omniverous urchins. 

In the discussion that followed Miss Dousman’s paper, Miss Gratia Coun- 
tryman, librarian of the Minneapolis Public Library, told of the prevalence 
of dime novels that were text-books in the art of crime and petty-thieving. 
A mother in attendance at the meeting related an incident in her own family 
whereby her son was cured of the dime-novel habit by having the trash read 
aloud to him, as was the custom with better literature. Mr. J. A. Van Dyke, 
trustee at Coleraine, Minn., emphasized the importance of reading aloud at 
the family fireside. 

Before the adjournment of the joint session, the following resolution, pre- 
sented by a joint committee, was adopted unanimously : 

The Library Associations of the States of Wisconsin and Minnesota, as- 
sembled in joint session hereby resolve 

That the Council of the American Library Association and the League of 
Library Commissions be requested to consider the advisability of memorializ- 
ing the Department of Commerce and Labor to the end that the Government 
shall publish and distribute thru the libraries coming into contact with our 
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immigrant population handbooks of American history and government written 
in the language of the foreign-born peoples and adapted to their needs. 

Miss Stearns moved that “Whereas, the joint meeting of the Wisconsin 
and Minnesota Library Associations has proved delightful and profitable in 
every way; therefore 

Be it Resolved, That we, in joint session assembled, do commend the hold- 
ing of such sessions at intervals of two or three years, the codperating states 
being such in addition to Wisconsin and Minnesota as may care to unite with 
us.’ The resolution was adopted. 

The last evening session was devoted to a Round Table conducted by Miss 
Jeanette Drake, library organizer of the Wisconsin Library Commission. The 
following questions were discussed: 

Abridged editions of authors; the question of the book-agent; the names of 
reliable second-hand dealers ; best periodicals for book-reviews ; best almanac; 
value of reinforced bindings ; attractive editions of standard authors ; teachers’ 
privileges ; study-club work; library appropriations; reserving books ; assist- 
ance given debating societies; limiting children to children’s rooms. 

At the conclusion of the Round Table, the Nominating Committee made its 
report, which was adopted and the secretary instructed to cast the ballot for 
the following nominees: 

President, Miss Ethel F. McCollough, Superior. 

Vice-President, Miss Mary A. Smith, La Crosse. 

Secretary, Miss Gabriella Ackley, Watertown. 

Treasurer, Miss Miriam Noyes, Oshkosh. 

Resolutions of thanks were tendered to the staff and trustees of the Su- 
perior Public Library, the Commercial Club of Superior, the staff and trustees 
of the Duluth Public Library and the Commercial Club of Duluth for cour- 
tesies extended and to all speakers for helpful addresses. 

The following Wisconsin librarians, trustees, and others interested, were in 
attendance: 

Mrs. W. Robison, Bayfield; Miss C. M. Fennelly, Ashland; Mr. Clarence 
Bayo, Hayward; Miss Edna Roberts, Elroy; Mrs. James Robbins, Rice Lake ; 
Misses Jennie and Mamie Walther, Oconomowoc; Miss Katharine Smock, 
Monroe; Miss Mary Calkins, Racine; Miss Cecilia Persch, Kenosha; Miss 
M. A. Smith, Eau Claire; Miss Mary Watkins, Wausau; Mrs. E. M. Dunlop, 
Durand; Miss Mary E. Dousman, Milwaukee; Miss Miriam E. Noyes, Osh- 
kosh; Mrs. G. E. Carr, Cumberland; Mrs. H. B. Wilson, Hawthorne; Miss 
Florence Thrum, Eagle River; H. E. Legler, W. M. Smith, Mrs. H. P. Saw- 
yer, Miss J. Drake, Miss L. E. Stearns, H. C. Netherwood, Madison; P. Wol- 
ter, Chicago; Miss Harriet Eaton, Miss Blanche Herzog, Miss Stella Brownell, 
Miss Mary Lytle, Miss Carol S. Gregory, Miss Ethel F. McCollough, Miss 
Badgley, Miss Russell, Miss Porter, Mrs. Thomas, Miss Casey, Mrs. H. 
Rogers, Mrs. York, Col. Hiram Hayes, C. H. Sunderland, F. Peterson, Messrs. 
Gates, Peterson, Bjorquist, Superior. LuTiE E. STEARNS, 

Acting Secretary. 
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MR. LEGLER’S GIFT TO THE SU- 
PERIOR PUBLIC LIBRARY 
Upon leaving Wisconsin Mr. Legler ad- 
dressed the following letter to Miss 
Ethel F. McCollough, the librarian of the 
Superior Public Library: 
Maptson, WISs. 
Miss EtHet McCo.iovucGH, 
Superior, Wisconsin. 
My dear miss McCollough: You may 


perhaps know that for a long period of 
vears I have been collecting material bear- 
i on the history of Wisconsin. I think 
confidently say that the books, and 
particularly the large collection of 
pamphlets, many of them very rare, which 
comprise this collection, constitute a li- 
brary on this special subject which is not 
surpassed anywhere except by the extraor- 


ing 
I may 
more 


dinary library of the State Historical So- 
ciety. 

There are two reasons which suggest 
to me the advisability of sending my col- 
lection on this subject as a gift to the Su- 
perior Public Library. One is that Su- 
perior is so remote geographically from 


the state capitol, and is the metropolis of 
a great region of our commonwealth 
which is destined to be the seat of a large 
population, and I am sure a cultured one. 
Its industrial and agricultural develop- 
ment gives assurance of this as the pre- 
liminary of growth both in population and 


in the intellectual influences that make 
for the best community life. 

The other reason which I suggest and 
which is a powerful factor with me, is 
the spirit of progress and energy which 
is characterizing the administration of the 
Superior Public Library. I have noted 
with interest and satisfaction the begin- 
nings and the growth thereof, and I 


want you to know how very great a pleas- 


ure it has been to watch this progress 
which has resulted from the concerted 
and intelligent work of the library board 
and the librarian in charge. I take it 


that these two manifestations of progress 
mean that you have a_ responsive com- 
munity which will support the library 
liberally and give it the means whereby 
it mav accomplish the greatest nossibilities 
for all the people of your city. If I am 
in error as to this, I would be glad to be 
advised so as not to make the mistake 
of sending this collection to an institution 
which will be retarded by reason of inap- 
preciation. * - 

The Wisconsin section of my library, 
which is mentioned above, is probably to 
be valued at about $1,000. I do not think 
it could be replaced for that money. It 
is not the monetary value which I regard 
as the chief gift involved, but the oppor- 
tunity which will be given to the people 
of the northern and especially the north- 
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western section of the state, to have ac- 
cess to the materials which record the 
wonderful development and growth of 
this beautiful state. It is in going back 
to the beginning and noting the influences 
and the conditions which have operated 
to this end that we learn the facts which 
must form the foundation of our patriot- 
ism. My recent visit to Superior has im- 
pressed me with the great future which 
lies before it. I am satisfied that it will 
become a great city in a region of great 
cities, the Middle West, and I wish it, as 
I do yourself and your Board, abundance 
of good fortune and _ prosperity. 
Sincerely yours, 
(Signed) Henry E. LEGLEr. 


SUPERIOR LIBRARY KESPONSE 


Superior, Wisconsin, Nov. 8, 
Mr. HH. &. Legler, 
Chicago, Ill. 
Legler: At the last regular 
meeting of the Superior Library Board 
held Monday last, I was instructed to ex- 
press to you our thanks for the very kind 
donation of your valuable collection of 
Wisconsin history to our library. 
It was the sense of the Board that 


1Q09. 


Dear Mr. 


on 


receipt of same, we make proper provision 
to care for it and to make additions 
thereto whenever able to secure suitable 


material, and that the collection shall be 
known as the “Legler Collection.” 

We shall endeavor to make the collec- 
tion useful to the students of Wisconsin 
history and one that you, as the founder, 
as well as ourselves, will always be proud 
of. 

Thanking vou 
in remembering us, 

Sincerely 
HANS 


again for your kindness 

I remain, 

vours, 

N. RASMUSSEN, 
Secretary, 

Superior Public Library 





LIBRARY INSTITUTE 

On September 24th and 25th a library 
institute was held at Black River Falls 
under the leadership of Jeannette M. 
Drake of the Wisconsin Library Commis- 
sion. The object of the institute was to 
discuss problems of interest to librarians 
in the district immediately surrounding 
Black River Falls. 

The librarians present were Mrs. Min- 
nie Cole of Independence, Miss A. Fran- 
cena Chaffee of Whitehall. Mrs. Mame 
Woodward Hoey of Neillsville, Miss Amy 
Humphrey of Mondovi, Miss Annie C. 
Wvlie of Black River Falls Public Li- 
brary, Misses Clair Bonnell and Bessie 
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Livingston of the Black River Falls High 
School Library, Miss Drake of the Li- 
brary Commission, Miss Mary Whelon 
of Mondovi was also present. 

..t the opening of the first session Miss 


Drake gave an account of the Wisconsin 
state library association meeting which 
had been held at Superior the week be- 
fore. The afternoon was taken up with 
interesting discussions on Book selection 
and Binding and mending of books. Un- 
der book selection the following points 
were emphasized: Keep on file list of 


books asked for, What proportion of 
adult fiction and non-fiction to buy, also, 
What proportion of recent fiction and of 
standard fiction and What proportion of 
children’s books to buy, Keep careful 
watch of the needs of the community, 
Compare all orders with the shelf list. 
Some of the best book lists were shown and 
explained. The method of selecting books 
for the A. L. A. Booklist was explained, 
so that those present would feel that they 
could have confidence in the books chosen. 
Systematic use of the Booklist was urged. 
Various entries were chosen for class ex- 
ercise, in which attention was called to the 
annotation, class number, subject head- 
ings, ete. Consideration of the various 
cheap editions of books as Grosset and 
Dunlap’s, Everyman’s, Burt’s Home li- 
brary, etc., proved to be quite worth the 
while. A practical lesson in deciding 
what books to rebind, discard and mend 
vas given by using 30 books Miss 

Vvlie had put aside for such considera- 
tion. Each book to be mended was taken 
up and talked of separately. Special 
stress was laid on the fact that too many 
books are rebound that should be dis- 
carded. The money spent for rebinding 
might be used more advantageously in 
buying new books that are much needed. 

The members of the local study clubs 
turned the librar- into a banquet hall 
after the session and about forty people, 
including club members, library board 
members and visiting librarians had a 
merry informal dinner. Between the two 
sessions particular interest was displayed 
in the exhibit of the picture bulletins from 
the Wisconsin Library School, the scrap 
books and the educational games. 

The subject under discussion for the 
evening was “What club women, library 
boards and librarians can do to make non- 
fiction more popular.” An interesting dis- 
cussion followed the general presentation 
of the subject and it was gratifying to see 
that a number of those present seemed 
to realize that the library needed them 
as much as they needed the library. At 
this session an effort was made to inter- 
est everyone in working for an _ in- 
creased appropriation for their respective 
libraries. They were asked to see that 
the city council understood exactly the 


some 
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status of the library and what it was 
trying to do. Library boards were urged 


to see that the whole of their annual ap- 


propriation was spent within the year to 
avoid giving the impression that their 
funds were too large for their needs. 


Saturday morning was given up to the 
Question box, when the following sub- 
jects were discussed: Hours, Discipline, 
Monthly reports and other records, Rent 
collection, Loaning more than one book 
to a borrower at one time, Buying books 
from book agents, Picture collection, Bind- 
ing periodicals, Pamphlet boxes, Educa- 
tional games, Wilson’s Fiction catalog, 
Eclectic catalog, ete. 

It was a pleasure to all to meet in the 
Black River Fails library owing to its 
attractiveness and the impetus that was 
given by seeing the amount of work that 
is being done with limited funds. 





CITY SUPERINTENDENTS’ MEET- 


ING 


During the month of October, a notable 
gathering of the city superintendents was 
held at the Capitol as an initial meeting 
to be repeated annually. Responding to 
the cordial invitation of State Superin- 
tendent Cary, and with his helpful assist- 
ance, as well as that of Assistant State 
Superintendent Borden, and Librarian O. 
FE. Rice, the Free Library Commission 
participated in one forenoon’s program 
devoted to the discussion of the relation- 
ship between Public Libraries and Public 
Schools. The interest elicited at the time 
of the meeting and as shown by subse- 
quent correspondence between the school- 
masters of i sté "g and the Commission 
gives promise of a very much closer in- 
terweaving of ial interests than has 
existed up to this time. The addresses 
included a talk by Secretary Legler of 
the Commission on What the Commission 
can do for the Public Schools: by Miss 
Mary Emogene Hazeltine on What the 
Public Libraries can do for the Schools; 
by Mrs. H. P. Sawyer on What the 
Schools can do for the Libraries. Mr. 
Rice followed with a suggestive and in- 
teresting talk on Silent Reading. 





Christmas poems are always in demand 
and librarians will be glad to learn that 
the Democrat Printing company, Madi- 
son, Wis. has reprints of four poems— 
printed separately for mounting at the 
price of 50 cents per hundred. 

The titles are the following: 

Brooks. Everywhere, Christmas tonight. 

Burgess. Christmas twice a year. 

Field. Why do bells of Christmas ring? 

Santa Claus. 
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AMERICAN Liprary ASSOCIATION’S CHANGE 
OF ADDRESS. 


Chicago, IIl., Sept. 14, 1909. 
Mr. Henry E. Legler, Sec., 
Wisconsin Library Commission, 
Madison, Wisconsin. 
Dear Mr. Legler: 

Since the removal of the American Li- 
brary Association’s Headquarters to No. 
1 Washington Street, Chicago, Illinois, 
many letters addressed to the A. L. A. 
Headquarters are still being sent to 34 
Newbury Street, Boston. We shall be 
grateful if you will call attention to the 
removal of headquarters to Chicago in 
any of your Bulletins that you may issue 
and distribute to the librarians of your 
state. 

Thanking you in advance for any help 
you may give in informing the librarians 
of our new address, I am, 

Yours very truly, 
CHALMERS HADLEY. 
Secretary. 


WISCONSIN LIBRARY SCHOOL 

The opening reception for the school, 
Saturday, Oct. 9, given by the Preceptor 
at the home of Dr. and Mrs. Thwaites, 
took the nature of a farewell to Mr. 
Legler, who began his new work in Chi- 
cage on the following Monday. The fac- 
ulty assisted in welcoming the new 
classes, who took this opportunity to be- 
come individually acquainted. 

Miss Jeannette Steenberg, of Denmark, 
who has been studying library methods in 


this country for two years, was a wel- 
come visitor during the first two weeks 


of the school. She came to Wisconsin to 
study the work of a library commission, 
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work with her father, Dr. A. S. Steen- 
berg, who visited this country seven years 
ago to study American library advance- 
ment. Miss Steenberg visited several h- 
braries in the state, besides her work in 
the Commission offices. 
instructive lecture before the 
library conditions in Denmark. 

Mr. T. L. Montgomery, State librari: 
of Pennsylvania, visited the school br 
in late September. 


She gave a most 
on 


school, 








ALUMNI NOTES 

Miss Helen D. Gorton (’07), librar?an 
of the Public Library of Escanaba, Mich., 
and Miss Lydia Kinsley ('07) librarian 
of the Normal School Library, Warrens- 
burg. Mo., returned for a short visit in 
September. 

Miss Martha Jones, (Summer session 
‘o6), librarian of the Maywood  (lIil.) 
Public Library, was married on October 
6, to Mr. Omer Martin Glunt. 

Miss Helen Lanius, (Summer session 
06), librarian of the Crescent Hill branch 
of the Louisville (Ky.) Public Library, 
died on October 15. 

The following changes in positions have 
occurred recently : 

Miss Lola M. B. Green (’07) has ac- 
cepted the position of assistant in the of- 
fice of the A. L. A. Booklist; her time to 
be largely given to work on the Supple- 
ment to the A. L. A. Catalog. 

Miss Angie Messer (09) engaged dur- 


ing the summer as the assistant cata- 
loguer in the Wisconsin Historical Li- 
brary, has accepted the librarianship of 


the Manistee (Mich.) Public Library, suc- 
ceeding Miss Eliza Townsend. Me 
ser began her work Oct. Ist. 

Miss Marion Weil, children’s librarian 
of the Southside branch, Carnegie  Li- 
brary, Pittsburgh, has accepted the charge 
of the children’s work in the Madison 
(Wis.) Public Library, and will begin her 


Nov. I. 


fe ae 
WiISS 





preparatory to introducing similar meth- 
ods in her own country, where she will work 
"ROUND THE CIRCLE 
NEWS AND NOTES CONCERNING WISCONSIN 


PERSONAL, 


Woodward. Miss Mame Woodward, 
librarian of the Neillsville Public Library, 
was married September 14th in Chicago 
to Mr. Edward J. Hoey. Mrs. Hoey will 
retain her position as librarian. 

NEWS AND NOTES. 

Ashland. ‘\he directors of the Vaughn 
Public Library have asked for an appro- 
priation of $1,000 for the library. 


LIBRARIES AND LIBRARIANS 

Belod:. The teachers of the city schools 
recently met in the children’s room in re- 
sponse to an invitation extended by the 
librarian to discuss the co-operation of 
the library and the schools. New chil- 
dren’s books were exhibited and the walls 
were adorned with pictures that would in- 
terest the teachers. Circulars have re- 
cently been sent bv the librarian, Miss 
Meyers, to the presidents of the various 
High School Literary Societies offering as- 
sistance in the preparation of debates. 

Brodhead. Mrs. Lavina DeBois Stewart 


October, 1909] 


has left one-ninth of her estate, valued at 
$30,000, to the local library. This be- 
quest is the second that has come within 
the past few months. 

svansville. A curiosity known as the 
Manitou Stone has been placed on the 
corner of the Eager Library Lot and later 
will be dedicated with proper ceremonies. 
Tradition among the Indians tells of the 
worship of these stones in which the spir- 
its of the Gods were supposed to abide. 
The Evansville stone was found near Ful- 
ton adjacent to some Indian mounds of 
considerable antiquity. It is 5 feet high 
and 7 feet in circumference. Its sides 
show traces’ of chiselling although time 
has largely obliterated the quaint figures. 

Grand Rapids. <A _ stereopticon lecture 
on library buildings was recently given by 
Miss Stearns of the Library Commission. 

Kewaunee. The library register shows 
the names of 809 readers—a_ surprisingly 
large proportion in view of the population 


of the city. Three organizations and 
many individuals recently donated new 
books. 


La Crosse. The public library was re- 


opened with an informal reception on 
Friday, October 26th. There was a 
large attendance and the new quariers 


were greatly admired by all. The library 
board has voted to ask for an increase of 
$2,000 for the maintenance of the add’- 
tional room. 

The library of the late Dr. E. D. 
Thomas, consisting of more than 3000 
volumes was purchased by Mr. Walter 
Cargill and presented to the Presbyterian 
parsonage. 

Ladysmith. A series of entertainments 
is given during the winter for the bene- 
fit of the public library. 

Madison. Branch library stations have 
been opened in Greenbush and in the 
Seventh Ward and Shenk’s Corners. 
Books have recently been sent to the 
grade schools and two parochial schools. 

Marinette. Mr. L. S. Gabriels has pre- 
sented the library with a picture of the 
Menominee River which includes a_pic- 
ture of the residence of a settler in Mar- 
inette in 1836. 

Merrill. The has 


Common Council 
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voted the necessary support and a library 
site for a Carnegie Library to cost 
$17,500. ; 

Mineral Point. The money belonging 
to the Public Library is tied up through 
the failure of the First National Bank, 
and an appeal to the citizens has been 
made by the local authorities. 

Muscoda. Dr. Charles A. Eastman, a 
Sioux Indian, recently delivered a lecture 
for the benefit of the public library. 

Oshkosh. John Hicks has _ presented 
the library with marble busts of James G. 
Blaine and Matthew Carpenter. These 
busts are appropriately mounted on gran- 
ite pedestals and are the work of Signor 
Trentanore. 

Platteville. At a recent meeting of the 
common council the library appropriation 
was increased from $500 to $1,000. The 
library is maintained by the local Wom- 
an’s Alliance. 

Plymouth. A fund is being raised for 
the purchase of a site for the proposed 
Carnegie building. 

Racine. The new West Side Branch 
of the Public Library located in the old 
office of the West Side school has proved 
surprisingly popular. 

Rice Lake. The Story 
cently been inaugurated. 

Shawano. Congressman FE. E. Morse 
recently gave a lecture “The Conservation 
of Our Natural Resources” for the bene- 
fit of the local public library. 

Sheboygan. The question of the estab- 
lishment of a public museum is being 
agitated. 

Stanley. The annual reception of the 
Library Board to the teachers of the pub- 
lic schools took place on Friday evening, 
September 17th. 

Stevens Point. Plans have been made 
for the re- opening of the Boys’ Club 
Room the coming winter. 

Tomahawk. A moving picture 
netted $30 for the library. 

The Woman’s Literary Club has ar- 
ranged for a lecture course during the 
coming winter for the benefit of the pub- 
lic library. 

Waterloo. The public library has been 
moved to larger and better quarters. 


Hour has re- 
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CIVICS NUMBER 


As a result of correspondence between the commission and Mrs. G. D. 
Jones, of Wausau, chairman of the civics committee of the Wisconsin federa- 
tion of women’s clubs, this number of the Bulletin is a civics number. 

Mr. Legler, prior to his resignation as secretary of the commission, had 


planned to issue such a number. 


The work of collecting and arranging 


the material, however, has fallen upon Miss Stearns, chief of the traveling 
library department, and it is to her that the commission is indebted for this 


number. 


THE LIBRARY AS A CIVIC FORCE AND FACTOR 


Work with children is more and more be- 
coming a large factor with libraries, and 
this work should be such that in after life 
these children will continue to be reading 
men and women. The influence of the li- 
brary over women is large and is productive 
of great good in transmitting and extending 
the life of culture. Libraries have not 
heretofore reached men to any extent. 
That is a problem to be solved. Pratt In- 
stitute, Brooklyn, maintains a technical li- 
brary for men, housed in its own rooms and 
administered by a special librarian, who is 
competent to act as a guide in the use of 
books. Ordinarily the income of a library 
will not warrant the establishment of such 
a feature. Many libraries provide roonis 


where the men can come in their working 
clothes—where they may or may not 
smoke, and where they can find newspapers, 
trade journals, magazines, and such litera- 
ture as will appeal to the class of men who 
do not ordinarily use a library. It is the 
function of the library to educate the com- 
munity to use books and to do this it must 
assume new duties until its influence 
touches the life of the community at every 
point. 
E. A. Birce, Madison. 


The library uses the books as a means of 
development, not without the aid of per- 
sonal influence, but without taskmasters; 
not without discipline, but without compul- 





